Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.159; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.2.
The complete molecule of the title compound, C 18 H 22 N 4 O 6 , is generated by the application of a twofold axis of symmetry. Twists are evident in the molecule, i.e. between each -C N-N group and the adjacent oxazole ring [dihedral angle = 46.08 (12) ] and between the latter and attached ester group [excluding the terminal methyl group; dihedral angle = 24.4 (7) ]. In the crystal, C-HÁ Á ÁO and -[3.5990 (11) Å ] contacts connect molecules into supramolecular arrays in the ac plane. These stack along the b axis, being connected by weak -[3.3903 (11) Å ] interactions.
Related literature
For background to the biological activity of hydrazone compounds, see: Faid-Allah et al. (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2010); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) . 
Ethyl 5-acetyl-2-methylthiazole-4-carboxylate (10 mmol) in C 2 H 5 OH (25 ml) was refluxed with hydrazine hydrate (12 mmol) for 1 h. The hydrazone which separated after concentration of the reaction mixture was filtered off, washed with C 2 H 5 OH, and recrystallized from C 2 H 5 OH; M.pt. 448 K.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions [C-H 0.98 to 0.99 Å, U iso (H) 1.2 to 1.5U eq (C)] and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing the atom-labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level. The molecule has crystallographic 2-fold symmetry and unlabelled atoms are generated by the symmetry operation 0.5 -x, y, 1.5 -z. 
